
Western Ecosystems, Inc.
EcologicalConsultants
905 West Coach Road, Boulder, Colorado 8o302 (303) 442-6144

March 30, 2011

Mt. Rick Pylman
Pylman & Associates
P.O. Box 2338
Edwards, CO 81632

Re: Sketch Plan wildlife considerations for the Haymeadow Project, Town of Eagle, Colorado.

Dear Rick:

As part of the initial submittal to the Town of Eagle (Town) for approval of a PUD Zoning Plan,
Subdivision Sketch Plan, and annexation of the Haymeadow property, this letteraddresses wildlife
issues of higher concern associated with the subject property andaddresses recommendations that have
been incorporated into the project's design to make it more compatible with wildlife. This assessment
is based on existing wildlife mapping, wildlife surveys and developmentassessments for other projects
in this porion of Brush Creek Valley (Thompson 1994,1995,1996a,b,1998a,b,2000, Schafer and Assoc.
1997, 2000, Wildlife Specialties 2008), wildlife surveys of the Haymeadow property and adjacent parcels
to better identify site-specificissues,and conversations with the local Colorado Division of Wildlife
(CDOW) District Wildlife Manager (DWM, C. Wescoat) and a Town representative (B. Heicher). A
Wildlife Mitigation and Enhancement Plan that proposes commitments of the developer to avoid,
minimize, and mitigate impacts resulting from the proposed development will be developed for tthe
Preliminary Plan phase of this project.

Project Setting and Status

The Haymeadow parcel is a 660 acre parcel near the mouth of the Brush Creek valley. A vicinity map
is provided in the application to the Town. The parcel borders the Town of Eagle lce Rink and Pool
complex along its western cnd and extends east along the north side of Brush Creek Road, which
represents generally the southern property boundary. Bureau of Land Management (BLA) lands form
the northern boundary and the cast end of the site adjoins Adams Rib property.

The Haymcadow property is currently outside of the Town of Eagle boundary, but is within the Town
of Fagle Urban Growth Boundary asdelineated in the Eagle Area Community Plan (EACP, Town of
Eagle and Eagle County 2010). The Haymeadow parcel represents one of the last large development
parcels that may be annexed into the Town of Eagle.

The Brush Creek valley was initially setled in the 1880's and native sagebrush stands on the relatively
flat valley bottom were converted to flood irrigated agricultural uses. The Haymeadow property has



Habitats of higher value to wildlife on the Haymeadow property include (in decreasingacreage) hay
meadow/ pasture, pinyon-juniper woodland, big sagebrush shrublands, gypsum hillsides,
riparian/wvetlands, and Warm Creck." Each of these habitats is addressed below. Additional detail is
provided in the vegetation report prepared for this project that is part of the project file.

Hay Meadow/ Pasture

Approximately 80% of the parcel is used year-round as a hay meadow/ pasture, flood-irrigated via the
upper Love and White Ditch and lower Mathews Ditch. The irrigation season begins around April 1
and extends to mid-June, after which hay is cut. Irrigation continues in mid-July and extends as long as
possible, or until mid-August, after which the second cutting occurs. After harvest and until the next
irrigation season bgins, cattle (cows and calves) graze the pastures overwinter. Vegetation is
dominated by non-native alfalfa(Medicagosativa) and smooth brome (Bromopsisinermi), with local
patches of Great Basin wildrye. Despite the seasonal irrigation, this habitat supports a healthy
Wyoming ground squirrel(Spermopbilusrichardsonii) population that is important to some local predators.
Otherwise, this agricultural habitat supports relatively low wildlife diversity values compared to
adjacent native habitats. While big game seasonally forage in these pastures, the CDOW does not map
such active, agricultural areas as important habitat. From a wildlife perspcctive, devlopment should be
concentrated in these artificial habitats and avoid undisturbed, native habitat.

Pinyon-Juniper Woodland

Pinyon-Juniper woodland occurs on ridgetops and hillsides that extend down into the northern side of
the property where it is occasionally interspersed with sagebrush shrubland and gypsum barrens.
Pinyon/juniper is a misnomer as Utah juniper (Sabinaosteosperma)is far more common (approx. 80% of
trees) than pinyon pine (Pinus duis, apprOx. 20% of trees). Junipers range from seedlings to 15 foot tall
trees, but most stands are decadent with virtually no regenerationbecause of cattle browsing. Towards
the western end of the property, many of the trees have been cut down or their branches removed.
Pinyon pines range from seedlings to 25 feet tall. Understorics range from areas with mostly bare soils
to low density sagebrush stands. Some common grasses include Indian ricegrass (Oryzopsishymenoides),
needle-and-thread grass (Stipacomata),Junegrass (Koeleriamacrantba), Kentucky bluegrass, Sandberg's
bluegrass (Poasecunda), Letterman's needlegrass (Stipa lettermani), and blucbunch (Pseudorvegneriaspicata),
western (Pascopyrumsmithi), and slender wheatgrasses (Ebmustrachycanlns). Common forbs include
Osterhout penstemon (Penstemonosterbouti), mat penstemon (P.caespitosns),and wild buckwheat
(Eriogonum mbellatum), Longs phlox (Phloxlongifolka),and New Mexico prickly-pear (Opuntiaphaeacantha).
These woodlands provide important wildlife cover and add vertical structure to the landscape.

Big Sagcbrush Shrublands

Big sagebrush shrublands occur along the northern side of the property, in deeper soil areas at the
mouths of dry draws, and as an understory community in the pinyon-juniper woodlands. The same
graminoid and forb associates found in the P-J woodlands also occur in the sagebrush comnmunities,
but at a higher density.

Gypsum Barrens
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